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In yet another immigration-
friendly move that would ben-

efit thousands of Indian-
American women, the Biden
administration has agreed to
provide automatic work autho-
risation permits to the spouses of
H-1B visa holders, most of whom
are Indian IT professionals.

An H-4 visa is issued by the
US Citizenship and
Immigration Services (USCIS)
to immediate family members
(spouse and children under 21
years of age) of the H-1B visa
holders. The visa is normally
issued to those who have
already started the process of
seeking employment-based

lawful permanent resident sta-
tus in the US.

The H-1B visa is a non-
immigrant visa that allows US
companies to employ foreign
workers in specialty occupa-
tions that require theoretical or
technical expertise. The tech-
nology companies depend on
it to hire tens of thousands of
employees each year from
countries like India and China.

A settlement was reached
by the Department of
Homeland Security in a class-
action lawsuit, which was filed
by the American Immigration
Lawyers Association (AILA) on
behalf of immigrant spouses
this summer.

“This (H-4 visa holders) is a

group that always met the regu-
latory test for automatic exten-
sion of EADs (employment
authorisation documents), but
the agency previously prohibit-
ed them from that benefit and
forced them to wait for reau-
thorisation. People were suffer-
ing. They were losing their high-
paying jobs for absolutely no
legitimate reason causing harm
to them and US businesses,” Jon
Wasden from AILA said.

The litigation successfully
achieved the reversal of the
USCIS policy that prohibited
H-4 spouses from benefiting
from the automatic extension
of their employment authori-
sation during the pendency of
stand-alone EAD applications.
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ATaliban provincial
spokesman says a bomb

exploded in a mosque during
Friday prayers, wounding at
least 15 people in eastern
Afghanistan, where Islamic

State group militants have been
waging a campaign of violence.

Qari Hanif, the govern-
ment spokesman for
Nangarhar Province, said the
bomb appeared to have been
planted inside the mosque in
the town of Traili, located in the
mountainous Spin Ghar area
outside the provincial capital
Jalalabad. 
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Negotiators at this year’s
UN climate talks in

Glasgow appeared to be back-
ing away from a call to end all
use of coal and phase out fos-
sil fuel subsidies completely, but
gave poor countries hope for
more financial support to cope
with global warming.

The latest draft proposals
from the meeting’s chair
released Friday call on coun-
tries to accelerate “the phaseout
of unabated coal power and of
inefficient subsidies for fossil
fuels.”

A previous proposal
Wednesday had been stronger,
calling on countries to “accel-
erate the phasing out of coal
and subsidies for fossil fuel.”
The changes, if agreed, could
give countries loopholes to
continue burning coal and sub-
sidise fossil fuels.

While the chair’s proposal
is likely to undergo further
negotiation at the talks, due to
end Friday, the change in word-
ing suggested a shift away from
unconditional demands that
some fossil fuel exporting
nations have objected to.

The question of how to
address the continued use of
fossil fuels responsible for
much of global warming has
been one of the key sticking
points at the two-week talks.

Scientists agree it is neces-
sary to end their use as soon as
possible to meet the 2015 Paris
accord’s ambitious goal of cap-
ping global warming at 1.5
degrees Celsius (2.7
Fahrenheit). But explicitly
including such a call in the
overarching declaration is
politically sensitive, including
for countries, such as Saudi
Arabia, that fear oil and gas
may be targeted next.
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Washington: Secretary of State
Antony Blinken said on Friday
that the Gulf nation of Qatar
has agreed to represent
American interests in
Afghanistan following the clo-
sure of the US Embassy in
Kabul in late August.

Blinken said Qatar will
serve as the “protecting power”
for the United States in Taliban-

run Afghanistan, a move that
suggests the Biden adminis-
tration has little confidence
that it will re-open the embassy
in the near future.

Qatar will establish a US
Interests section within its own
embassy in Kabul to provide
consular and other services to
American citizens in
Afghanistan, Blinken said. AP
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