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Joe Biden plans to hammer
President Donald Trump on

Wednesday for not helping the
nation’s schools reopen safely
during the coronavirus pan-
demic, as the Democratic chal-
lenger tries to keep the spot-
light on the Republican incum-
bent’s handling of the out-
break and the nation’s overall
security.

Biden and his wife, Jill, a
longtime college professor and
former high school teacher, will
meet with public health experts
to talk about school reopening
options.

Then the candidate will
deliver remarks – his second
speech in three days – outlin-
ing his ideas and accusing the
president of making the coun-
try less safe.

The event in Wilmington,
Delaware, is the latest in a series
of dueling efforts by Trump and
Biden to cast the other as a
threat to Americans’ day-to-
day security.

It will highlight their vast-

ly different arguments, with
Trump steering debate toward
“law and order” and Biden
pushing a broad referendum on
Trump’s competence.

“President Trump has no
plan,” said Biden adviser
Symone Sanders, previewing
the former vice president’s
remarks on schools and the
pandemic. “Instead,” she con-
tinued, “he thinks that a fear-
mongering campaign stoking
violence is going to help him.”

Biden, she said, “is 
demonstrating what a safe
America could look like” by
talking to experts about school
options in a pandemic, while
Trump tries to capitalize on 
the fact that some racial 
justice protests have led to
property damage or turned
into violent clashes with
counter-protesters.

Trump put his approach on
display again Tuesday on a trip
to Kenosha, Wisconsin, a city
still reeling from protests and
violence after another Black
man, Jacob Blake, was shot by
police. 

Washington: China is seeking
to set up more robust logistics
facilities in about a dozen
countries, including three in
India’s neighbourhood, to allow
the PLA to project and sustain
military power at greater dis-
tances, according to a Pentagon
report.

In addition to the three
neighbours of India -- Pakistan,
Sri Lanka and Myanmar -- the
other countries where China is
considering to base its military
logistics and infrastructure
facilities are Thailand,
Singapore, Indonesia, United
Arab Emirates, Kenya,
Seychelles, Tanzania, Angola
and Tajikistan, the report said
on Tuesday. 

In its annual report
“Military and Security
Developments Involving the
People’s Republic of China
(PRC) 2020” that was submit-
ted to the US Congress, the
Pentagon said these potential
Chinese military logistics facil-
ities are in addition to the
Chinese military base in
Djibouti, which is aimed at
supporting naval, air and
ground forces projection.

“A global PLA (People’s
Liberation Army) military
logistics network could both
interfere with US military oper-
ations and support offensive
operations against the United
States as the PRC’s global mil-
itary objectives evolve,” the

Pentagon said in the report.
China has probably already

made overtures to Namibia,
Vanuatu, and the Solomon
Islands, it said, adding the
known focus areas of PLA
planning are along the Seal
Lines of Communication from
China to the Strait of Hormuz,
Africa, and the Pacific Islands.

Similarly, the Pentagon
said, Beijing uses the One Belt
One Road (OBOR) intitiative
to support its strategy of
national rejuvenation by seek-
ing to expand global trans-
portation and trade linkages to
support its development and
deepen its economic integra-
tion with nations along its

periphery and beyond.
“OBOR projects associated

with pipelines and port con-
struction in Pakistan intend to
decrease China’s reliance on
transporting energy resources
through strategic chokepoints,
such as the Strait of Malacca,”
it said.

China leverages the OBOR
to invest in projects along
China’s western and southern
periphery to improve stability
and diminish threats along its
borders, the report said.

First announced in 2013,
China’s OBOR initiative is a sig-
nature foreign and economic
policy advanced by President
Xi Jinping. PTI
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China on Wednesday con-
demned a Pentagon report

for claiming Beijing wants to
double its stockpile of nuclear
warheads within a decade as it
seeks to deter the United States
from any intervention linked to
Taiwan.

The Pentagon’s annual
study on China’s military power
issued Tuesday said it has
already matched or outstripped
the US military in several areas
of defence.

It added that the People’s
Liberation Army aims to be
ready to win any conflict with
the US over self-ruled Taiwan,
which Beijing considers part of
its territory.

China’s defence ministry
called the report “utterly
wrong” and a misinterpretation
of Beijing’s “defence policy and
military strategy”.

The report “defamed
China’s military modernisa-
tion, defence expenditure,
nuclear policy and other issues”,
the ministry said in a statement.
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Washington: The Biden cam-
paign has announced the launch
of ‘Hindu Americans for Biden’,
as part of its efforts to attract the
over two million members of the
community in the US and
address their issues, including
hate crimes.

I n d i a n - A m e r i c a n
Congressman from Illinois, Raja
Krishnamoorthi, is scheduled to
address the first meeting of
‘Hindus for Biden’ on Thursday,
the organisers said on Tuesday. 

The move from the Biden
campaign comes over a fortnight
after the Trump campaign on
August 14 announced the for-
mation of the ‘Hindu Voices for
Trump’. In the November 3
presidential election,
Democratic presidential candi-
date Joe Biden and his Indian-
American running mate Kamala
Harris will challenge incumbent
Republican President Trump
and Vice President Mike Pence.   

This is, perhaps, for the first
time in the history of the US
presidential elections that the
two major political parties have
made an outreach coalition for
the Hindus in the country.  PTI
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agreed to allow UAE flights to
“all countries” to overfly the
kingdom, state media reported
Wednesday, days after allowing
an Israeli aircraft to pass over
en route to Abu Dhabi.

Saudi Arabia has accepted
an Emirati request to allow
“crossing the kingdom’s air-
space for flights heading to the
UAE and departing from it to
all countries”, the official Saudi
Press Agency said, citing a
source from the civil aviation
authority.

Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu mean-
while announced that
Monday’s historic first com-
mercial flight of an Israeli air-
craft direct to the United Arab
Emirates across Saudi Arabia
would not be the last.

“Israeli planes and those
from all countries will be able
to fly directly from Israel to
Abu Dhabi and Dubai, and
back,” Netanyahu said, without
giving any timeline.

The announcements come
after a US-Israeli delegation vis-
ited Abu Dhabi on Monday, on
the first direct commercial
flight from Tel Aviv to mark the

normalisation of ties between
the Jewish state and the UAE.

Saudi Arabia has said it will
not follow the United Arab
Emirates in establishing diplo-
matic ties with Israel until the
Jewish state has signed an
internationally recognised
peace accord with the
Palestinians.

But the kingdom has cul-
tivated clandestine relations
with Israel in recent years, in a
shift spearheaded by de facto
leader Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman.

In a sign of its cooperation
with Israel, Saudi Arabia
allowed Monday’s historic
flight to cross its airspace, halv-
ing what would otherwise have
been a long detour around the
Arabian peninsula.

However, Saudi Arabia, the
Arab world’s biggest economy
and home to Islam’s holiest
sites, faces more sensitive polit-
ical calculations than the UAE.

Not only would a formal
recognition of Israel be seen by
Palestinians and their sup-
porters as a betrayal of their
cause, it would also hurt the
kingdom’s image as the leader
of the Islamic world. AFP

Taipei: Ethnic Mongolians,
including students and parents,
in China’s Inner Mongolia
region are demonstrating their
anger in rare public protests
against a new bilingual educa-
tion policy that they say is
endangering the Mongolian
language.

A high school student in
the city of Hulunbuir said stu-
dents rushed out of their
school on Tuesday and
destroyed a fence before para-
military police swarmed in
and tried to return them to
class.

“We senior students were
talking and we thought we had
to do something,” said the stu-
dent, Narsu, who like most
Mongolians has only one
name. 

“Although this doesn’t
directly affect us now, this
will have a huge impact on us
in the future.”

The policy, announced on
Monday ahead of the start of the
new school year, requires schools
to use new national textbooks in
Chinese, replacing Mongolian-
language textbooks. Protesters
say they were aware of demon-
strations and classroom walk-
outs in Hohhot, the provincial
capital, as well as in the cities of
Chifeng and Tongliao and Xilin
Gol prefecture.

Nuomin, the mother of a
kindergarten student in
Hulunbuir, said she saw police
in places she normally would-
n’t and a metal barrier in front
of one school. She has kept her
child home since Monday. AP
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Berlin: Tests carried out on
Russian opposition leader
Alexei Navalny showed that he
was poisoned by a Novichok
chemical nerve agent, the
German government said
Wednesday, demanding expla-
nations from Moscow.

“It is a shocking event that
Alexei Navalny has become the
victim of an attack with a
chemical nerve agent in
Russia,” said government
spokesman Steffen Seibert in a

statement.
“The government con-

demns this attack in the
strongest terms. The Russian
government is urgently
requested to provide clarifica-
tions over the incident.”

Tests carried out by 
the German army in consulta-
tion with the Charite hospital
in Berlin, where Navalny 
is being treated, had found
“unequivocal evidence of 
a chemical nerve agent from

the Novichok family,” Seibert
said.

Navalny, 44, fell ill after
boarding a plane in Siberia last
month. He was initially treat-
ed in a local hospital before
being flown to Berlin for treat-
ment.

The Charite hospital has
reported “some improvement”
in Navalny’s condition but he
nevertheless remains in a med-
ically induced coma and on a
ventilator. AFP
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Paris: Thirteen men and a
woman went on trial
Wednesday over the 2015
attacks against the Charlie
Hebdo satirical newspaper and
a kosher supermarket in Paris
that marked the beginning of
a wave of violence by the
Islamic State group in Europe.

Seventeen people and all
three gunmen died during the
three days of attacks in January
2015. Later that year, a separate
network of French and Belgian
fighters for Islamic State struck

Paris again, this time killing
130 people in attacks at the
Bataclan concert hall, the
national stadium, and in bars
and restaurants.

Those on trial in France’s
terrorism court are accused of
buying weapons, cars, and
helping with logistics. Most say
they thought they were helping
plan an ordinary crime. Three,
including the only woman
accused, are being tried in
absentia after leaving to join
Islamic State. AP
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Bangkok: Thailand’s Prime
Minister on Wednesday con-
gratulated his countrymen on
the nation having achieved 100
days without a confirmed local-
ly transmitted case of the coro-
navirus, even as security along
the border with Myanmar is
being stepped up as a measure
against the disease. 

Health officials did not
highlight the milepost, but
Prime Minister Prayuth Chan-
ocha described it as a “good
accomplishment”. AP
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Islamabad: Pakistan on
Wednesday rejected controver-
sial American blogger Cynthia
Ritchie’s application for visa
extension and directed her to
leave the country within 15
days. Ritchie had, in June,
alleged that she was raped by
Pakistan's former interior min-
ister Rehman Malik and accused
ex-prime minister Yousaf Raza

Gillani and another former min-
ister of physically manhandling
her in 2011.

The Ministry of Interior
took the decision after the
Islamabad High Court (IHC)
asked authorities to make a
final decision about the status of
her stay in the country.

The IHC Chief Justice Athar
Minallah in June had sought an

explanation from the ministry
about the status and terms and
conditions of the visa issued to
Ritchie on a petition filed by an
activist of the Pakistan Peoples
Party (PPP), asking it to explain
if she was entitled to making
political statements, the Dawn
newspaper reported. PTI 
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