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Washington: US President
Donald Trump on Tuesday
ordered “ total declassifica-
tion”  of all the documents
related to the alleged interfer-
ence of Russia in the 2016 pres-
idential elections, which he
described as a hoax.

“ I have fully authorized the
total Declassification of any &
all documents pertaining to the
single greatest political CRIME
in American History, the
Russia Hoax. Likewise, the
Hillary Clinton Email Scandal.
No redactions!”  Trump said in
a tweet Tuesday night.

The announcement came
hours after the Director of
National Intelligence declassi-
fied some of the documents.  

The handwritten docu-
ments revealed former CIA
Director John Brennan briefed
former President Barack
Obama on the purported plan
of Hillary Clinton, the 
2016 Democratic presidential
candidate, to tie Trump to
Russia as “ a means of dis-
tracting the public from her use
of a private email server” , Fox
News said.

Tim Murtaugh, Trump

2020 communications director,
in a statement said now it is
known that Hillary Clinton
hatched a plan to divert atten-
tion away from her use of a pri-
vate email server by falsely
tying then-candidate Donald
Trump to Russia. 

“ We also know that former
CIA Director John Brennan
briefed President Obama on
that plot. It is imperative that
the American people now learn
what then-Vice President Joe
Biden knew about this con-
spiracy and when he knew it,”
Murtaugh said. 

“ What did Biden know
about Clinton’s plan to use the
Russia hoax to try to smear her

political opponent? Did Biden
condone the plan? Did he
express any misgivings about it
or remain silent? Biden must
give a full accounting of his
knowledge and his conversa-
tions about Clinton’s scheme,
which was known to the high-
est reaches of his administra-
tion,”  he said. 

Director of National
Intelligence John Ratcliffe in a
statement to Fox News said the
declassified documents were
transmitted to the House and
Senate Intelligence Committees
Tuesday afternoon.  

These documents
explained that Brennan’s hand-
written notes were taken after
briefing Obama on the matter,
the news channel said. 

“ We’re getting additional
insight into Russian activities
from [REDACTED],”  Brennan
notes read. “ CITE [summa-
rizing] alleged approved by
Hillary Clinton a proposal
from one of her foreign policy
advisers to vilify Donald
Trump by stirring up a scandal
claiming interference by the
Russian security service,”
Brennan’s notes read Fox News
said. PTI 
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Washington: Democratic
Party presidential candidate
Joe Biden on Tuesday said he
is against participating in his
second debate with Donald
Trump next week if the pres-
ident still suffers from
COVID-19.

“ I think if he still has
COVID, we shouldn’t have a
debate,”  Biden, a former US
vice-president, told reporters
on his return from Gettysburg. 

The first of the three pres-
idential debates between
Biden, 77, and Trump, 74,
was held on September 29.
The second debate is sched-
uled for October 15 in Miami
and the final one on October
22 in Nashville, Tennessee. 

Biden said they should
follow very strict guidelines.  

“ Too many people have
been infected. It’s a very seri-
ous problem, so I will be guid-
ed by the guidelines of the
Cleveland Clinic and what
the docs say is the right thing
to do,”  he said.

“ I’m not sure what
President Trump is all about
now. I don’t know what his sta-
tus is. I’m looking forward to
being able to debate him but
I just hope all protocols are fol-

lowed,”  Biden said.
Trump in a tweet on

Tuesday said he is looking for-
ward to the debate. “ I am
looking forward to the debate
on the evening of Thursday,
October 15th in Miami. It
will be great!”  said the presi-
dent.

The only vice-presidential
debate between Indian-origin
Senator Kamala Harris and
Vice-President Mike Pence in
scheduled for Wednesday in
Salt Lake City, Utah.  

“ I think what they’re
doing at the Harris debate, I’ve
been told, I don’t know this for
fact, they’re using plexiglass,
and are following what the
Cleveland Clinic says,”  Biden
told reporters in response to a
question. PTI

���� ��	�� ������ ����.�����
��%���������%�������������
��

United Nations: Nearly 40
mainly Western countries crit-
icized China’s treatment of
minority groups, especially in
Xinjiang and Tibet, on Tuesday
and expressed grave concern at
the impact of its new national
security law on human rights in
Hong Kong.

The United States, many
European countries, Japan and
others called on China to allow
“ unfettered access”  to Xinjiang
for independent observers
including UN human rights
chief Michelle Bachelet, and to
urgently refrain from detaining
Uighurs and members of other
minorities.

The 39 countries also
urged China in a joint state-
ment read at a meeting of the
General Assembly’s human
rights committee, “ to uphold

autonomy, rights and freedoms
in Hong Kong, and to respect
the independence of the Hong
Kong judiciary.”  

Their statement, read by
Germany’s U.N. Ambassador
Christoph Heusgen, was imme-
diately followed by a state-
ment from Pakistan on behalf
of 55 countries opposing inter-
ference in China’s affairs when
it comes to Hong Kong. 

It said the territory is part
of China, and the national
security law ensures China’s “
one country, two systems”  pol-
icy on Hong Kong is enduring.
Cuba followed with a statement
on behalf of 45 countries sup-
porting China’s counter-ter-
rorism and deradicalization
measures in Xinjiang. 

It said measures taken by
China in response to threats of

terrorism and extremism were
carried out within the law to
safeguard the human rights of all
ethnic groups in the province.

The rival statements spot-
light tensions between China
and the West over human
rights. Those tensions have
escalated especially between
the United States and China,
and include other issues includ-
ing responsibility for the
COVID-19 pandemic, trade,
and Beijing’s actions in the
South China Sea.

The predominantly
Western statement said its 39
signatories shared the con-
cerns expressed by 50 inde-
pendent U.N. Human rights
experts in an “ extraordinary
letter”  in June in which they
urged the international com-
munity to “ take all appropri-

ate measures”  to monitor
China and “ act collectively and
decisively”  to ensure its gov-
ernment respects human
rights.

They raised concerns
including Beijing’s treatment of
ethnic minorities in Tibet and
Xinjiang, allegations of exces-
sive force against protesters,
reports of retaliation against
people who spoke out about the
coronavirus outbreak, and
Hong Kong’s then proposed
new security law.

The 39 nations on Tuesday
expressed grave concern “
about the existence of a large
network of `political re-edu-
cation’ camps where credible
reports indicate that over a mil-
lion people have been arbi-
trarily detained”  in Xinjiang,
and increasing reports of “

gross human rights violations.”  
“ There are severe restric-

tions on freedom of religion or
belief and the freedoms of
movement, association, and
expression as well as on Uighur
culture,”  they said. 

“ Widespread surveillance
disproportionately continues
to target Uighurs and other
minorities and more reports
are emerging of forced labor
and forced birth control includ-
ing sterilization.”  

On Hong Kong, the main-
ly Western nations said they
shared concern with another
group of UN experts that the
National Security Law “ does-
n’t conform to China’s legal
obligations”  and allows for cer-
tain cases to be transferred for
prosecution to the Chinese
mainland. AP
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Islamabad: British-born al-
Qaeda leader Ahmed Omar
Saeed Sheikh and his three
aides - the main accused in the
abduction and murder of US
journalist Daniel Pearl – will
remain in jail for another three
months, according to an order
issued by Pakistan’s Sindh gov-
ernment on Wednesday.

The announcement of
extending their detention was
made by prosecutors during a
hearing of the Supreme Court,
which was to decide on Sheikh’s
release. The apex court last
week barred the government
from releasing them.

Faisal Siddiqi, the lawyer
representing Pearl’s family, told
the media that the government
prosecutor, Fiaz Shah, told the
judges he needed more time for
paperwork to prepare for the
case. The court accepted his
argument and adjourned the
hearing till October 21. In April,
a two-judge Sindh High Court
bench commuted the death
sentence of 46-year-old Sheikh,
who was convicted in the
abduction and murder of Pearl
in 2002, to seven years. PTI

Stockholm: Two scientists won
the Nobel Prize in chemistry
Wednesday for developing a
method of genome editing
likened to “ molecular scissors”
that offer the promise of one
day curing inherited diseases
and even cancer.

Working on opposite sides
of the Atlantic, Frenchwoman
Emmanuelle Charpentier and
American Jennifer A. Doudna
developed a method known as
CRISPR/Cas9 that can be used
to change the DNA of animals,
plants and microorganisms
with extremely high precision.

“ There is enormous power
in this genetic tool, which
affects us all,”  said Claes
Gustafsson, chair of the Nobel
Committee for Chemistry. “ It
has not only revolutionized
basic science, but also resulted

in innovative crops and will
lead to groundbreaking new
medical treatments.” 

Gustafsson said that, as a
result, any genome can now be
edited “ to fix genetic damage,”
adding that the tool “ will pro-
vide humankind with great
opportunities.”  But he cau-
tioned that the “ enormous
power of this technology
means we have to use it with
great care.” 

It has already raised serious
ethical questions in the scien-
tific community. Most of the
world became more aware of
CRISPR in 2018, when Chinese
scientist Dr. He Jiankui
revealed he had helped make
the world’s first gene-edited
babies, to try to engineer resis-
tance to future infection with
the AIDS virus. AP
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Donald Trump on Tuesday
instructed his officials to stop
negotiating with the House
Democrats on another coron-
avirus stimulus package, alleg-
ing that Speaker Nancy Pelosi
was not holding talks in good
faith.

“ I have instructed my rep-
resentatives to stop negotiating
until after the election when,
immediately after I win, we will
pass a major stimulus bill that
focuses on hardworking
Americans and small busi-
ness,”  Trump said in a series of
tweets Tuesday afternoon.

Trump’s instructions came
a day after he was discharged
from a military hospital where
he was treated for COVID-19.
For the past a few weeks, senior
officials from his administra-
tion are negotiating with the
House Democrats on a major

stimulus package before the
November 3 elections.

“ Nancy Pelosi is asking for
USD 2.4 Trillion to bailout
poorly run, high crime demo-
crat Ssates, money that is in no
way related to COVID-19. We
made a very generous offer of
USD 1.6 trillion and, as usual,
she is not negotiating in good
faith,”  he alleged.

“ I am rejecting their
request and looking to the
future of our country,”  he said. 

Trump said he has asked
Senate Majority Leader Mitch
McConnell not to delay but to
focus full time on approving his
outstanding nominee to the
United States Supreme Court,
Amy Coney Barrett. 

“ Our Economy is doing
very well. The Stock Market is
at record levels, JOBS and
unemployment also coming
back in record numbers. We are

leading the World in Economic
Recovery, and THE BEST IS
YET TO COME!”  Trump said. 

In another tweet, he alleged
that “ crazy”  Nancy Pelosi and
“ the radical Left”  Democrats
were just playing “ games”
with the desperately needed
workers’ stimulus payments.  

“ They were never in it to
help the workers and they
never will be!,”  he alleged. 

His Democratic Party pres-
idential challenger Joe Biden
alleged that by stopping the
negotiations, Trump ended the
efforts to pass a bipartisan
relief that the country desper-
ately needed.  

“ He ended talks that
would get help for our busi-
nesses and schools, for families
struggling and for those unem-
ployed — that would have pre-
served hundreds of thousands
of jobs,”  he said.   PTI
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London: A school in England
has apologised and removed a
school workbook from its web-
site following protests from
several parents and British
Hindu organisations over a ref-
erence to terrorism within a sec-
tion on Hinduism.

Langley School in Solihull,
in the West Midlands region of
England, said on Wednesday
that the document, ‘GCSE
Religious Studies: Religion
Peace and Conflict Workbook’,

was purchased externally a few
years ago and has now been
removed from circulation.

“ Unfortunately, this docu-
ment was purchased externally
several years ago and not pro-
duced by our staff at our school.
We can assure you that it is not
used in school,”  Langley School
said in a statement.

“ The resource was imme-
diately removed from our web-
site. We apologise for any
offence caused,”  it said.

The workbook, which falls
under the Religious Studies
module for GCSE Year 10-11
stage pupils aged around 15, had
a stamp that reflected an official
clearance by the examinations
authority for England, Wales
and Northern Ireland, AQA.

“ We didn’t produce the
workbook that’s been shared
on social media and our logo
was used on it without our per-
mission,”  an AQA spokesper-
son said. PTI
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Dubai: Kuwait’s deputy chief of
the National Guard, who spent
years in the oil-rich country’s
security services, was nomi-
nated as crown prince on
Wednesday, the Kuwaiti state
news agency reported.

The nomination makes
Sheikh Meshal Al Ahmed Al
Jaber Al Sabah the possible heir
apparent to the new emir, 83-
year-old Sheikh Nawaf Al
Ahmad Al Sabah, who was
propelled to power following
the death of his half-brother.

Although Sheikh Nawaf
had a full year to choose a suc-
cessor, he picked Sheikh
Meshal in record-breaking
eight days, ending frenzied
speculation that has gripped
Kuwaiti social media.

Before Sheikh Meshal
can be officially named crown
prince, lawmakers must
approve the choice during
their final session on
Thursday, ahead of the for-
mation of a new government
— a rare vote for the region’s
Arab monarchies in which
the question of succession is
typically decided behind
palace doors.

Following the session,
Kuwait’s parliament will dis-
solve itself ahead of elec-
tions tentatively set for late
November.

At age 80, the low-profile
Sheikh Meshal, half-brother
of the late Sheikh Sabah Al
Ahmad Al Sabah and the sev-

enth son to ascend from the
same branch of the royal fam-
ily, is widely seen as a conven-
tional and safe choice. 

While his health status
remains unclear, he recently
underwent a kidney transplant,
according to a Washington
Institute for Near-East Policy
article from May 2018.

Given his career building
up the interior ministry for
over a decade, very little is
known about his policy pref-
erences. 

Unlike other top con-
tenders for the post, he has
steered clear of the country’s
tumultuous politics and the
royal family’s public feuds over
corruption allegations. AP
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The fighting between
Armenian and Azerbaijani

forces over the separatist region
of Nagorno-Karabakh contin-
ued Wednesday morning, with
Armenian officials saying the
territory’s capital came under
attack again and the European
Union calling for cessation of
hostilities.

Clashes between
Azerbaijani and Armenian
forces in the region since
Sept. 27 has killed hundreds in
the worst escalation of hostil-
ities since 1994 when a truce
ended a war that raged for
several  years.  Nagorno-
Karabakh l ies inside
Azerbaijan but has been under

the control of ethnic
Armenian forces backed by
Armenia for more than a
quarter-century.

Armenian Defence
Ministry spokesman Artsrun
Ovannisian said Wednesday
that Stepanakert, the capital of
Nagorno-Karabkh, was being
targeted once again by
Azerbaijan along with other
settlements. Nagorno-
Karabakh officials said that
non-military facilities in
Stepanakert have been hit with
missiles and drones.

Russian state RIA Novosti
news agency reported
Wednesday that some of the
overnight shelling has hit peo-
ple’s houses, causing significant
damage. 
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Bandung: Thousands of
Indonesian students and work-
ers protested on Wednesday
against a new law they say will
cripple labour rights and harm
the environment, with some
clashing with police. One stu-
dent was apparently shot.

Authorities in Bandung,
the capital of West Java
province, blocked streets lead-
ing to the local parliament
building and city hall, where
clashes between rock-throwing
students and riot police broke
out late Tuesday when police
tried to disperse the protesters.

On Wednesday, more than
3,000 protesters attempted to
reach the heavily guarded par-
liament building.   AP
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More than 8,000 people
gathered Wednesday

outside a Greek courthouse for
the verdicts in the trial of lead-
ers of the neo-Nazi party
Golden Dawn, police told
AFP.

Many carried placards
calling for the defendants to be
imprisoned as they waited for
the climax of one of the most
important trials in the coun-
try’s modern political history.

The crowd started gather-
ing two hours before the ver-
dicts were due to be handed
down from 0800 GMT, in
response a call from the anti-
fascist movement, trade
unions and parties on the left.

“  The people want the
Nazis in jail” , read the placards.

Hundreds of police were
also deployed at the court-
house, a few kilometres from
the historic centre of the cap-
ital.

After hearings over the
last five years, the Athens
court will determine whether
Golden Dawn is a criminal
organisation that carried out
violent attacks on opponents
on the orders of founder Nikos
Michaloliakos and his inner
circle.

The prosecutions were
sparked by the late-night mur-
der of a 34-year-old anti-fas-
cist rapper called Pavlos
Fyssas, who was chased down
by a mob of Golden Dawn
thugs and stabbed to death in
front of a cafe in the western
Athens suburb of Keratsini in
September 2013.
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