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Hathras: The BJP is leaving no
stone unturned for the three
Assembly seats of Hathras
under the third phase of the UP
elections 2022. 

Campaigning is being done
continuously by the BJP. Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath
fiercely targeted the Opposition
parties in the election meetings
in Hathras and Sadabad and
also counted the achievements
of his Government. Addressing
a public meeting at Bagla Inter
College ground in Hathras,
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
said that the BJP is doing
Sabka Saath and Sabka Vikas,
but in the Samajwadi Party
Government, there was sabka
sath, but the development was
of Saifai’s family only. As soon
as the appointments were out,
uncle and nephew (chacha
bhateeja) used to go out on
recovery.

The Chief Minister said that
now there are no riots in the
State. Under the Samajwadi
Party Government, there used to
be daily riots in the state and cur-
few was imposed. Markets were
closed. Now the Kavad Yatra
turns out in a grand way and
there are cheers of Lord Shiva. 

The Chief Minister
appealed to the BJP candi-
dates to win all the three seats
in the district. On this occasion,
he also targeted the Opposition
through a poem by Kaka
Hathrasi. He said that today a
medical college is being built in
Hathras. Why was the previous
government not able to build a
medical college here? A bridge
has also been built here.

The Chief Minister said
that in 2017 also the pair of two
boys had come. But the public
gave good answer to them.
When riots were taking place

in Muzaffarnagar, one boy was
watching the spectacle while
sitting in Delhi and the other
was rioting from Lucknow.

Adityanath further said
that "earlier electricity was not
given, now they talk about
free electricity. Law and order
was not there then, it is present
now. SP is saying the same
thing now, why didn't they say
it earlier? How will the land of
Dauji Maharaj will bear such
things,  that during whose
tenure the Kosikala riots, the
dreadful incident of Jawahar
Bagh, have happened, they
raise questions about the law
and order situation in the state.
Those who were against the
vaccine and were refusing to
take vaccine, the public has
answered them by taking the
vaccine doses. The public have
made their mind whom they
want to come in power". 
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Arrested a few weeks ago,
the curve of the Covid-19

third wave in Maharashtra
appeared heading towards rock
bottom on Monday, as the
daily infections dropped fur-
ther to a low of 1,966 in the
State and the cases in Mumbai
slid  to 192.

A day after the state record-
ed 3,502 cases, the daily cases
dropped to 1,966.  With the
fresh infections, the total num-
ber of Covid-19 cases in the

state rose from 78,42,949 to
78,44,915.

With 12 fresh deaths, the
total number of deaths regis-
tered in the state since the out-
break of Covid-19 in the state
in March 2020 went up from
1,43,404 to 1,43,416.

Mumbai, where the daily
infections have been dropping
steadily for more than two
weeks now, witnessed a drop in
the number of cases from 288
to 192.  With the latest cases,
the total number of cases in
Mumbai mounted from
10,54,050 to 10,54,242. While
the recovery rate stood static at
98 per cent, the overall growth
rate of Copvid-19 cases in the
metropolis for a period from
February 6 and 13 stood at 0.04
per cent.

As 11,408 Covid-19
patients were discharged from
the hospitals across the state
after full recovery, the total
number of people discharged
from the hospitals since the
second week of March 2020

increased from 76,49,669 to
76,61,077. The recovery rate in
the state rose from 97.54 per
cent to 97.66 per cent.

The number of “active
cases” in the state dropped
from 45,905 to 36,447. The
fatality rate in the state stood
static at 1.82 per cent.

The active cases in Pune
dropped to 10527. The active
cases in Mumbai dropped from
2677 on Sunday to 2513 on
Monday, while the number of
active cases in the neighbour-
ing Thane dropped from 2211
on Sunday to 1973 on Monday.

Ahmednagar accounted
for 3815 active cases, followed
by Nagpur (3563), Aurangabad
(1722) and Nashik (1472). 

Of the 7,65,27,895  samples
sent to various laboratories

across the state so far, 78,44,915
have tested positive (10.25 per
cent) for COVID-19 until
Monday.

Currently, 3,48,408 peo-
ple are in home quarantine
while 815 people are in insti-
tutional quarantine. 

Meanwhile, eight fresh
Omicron cases were recorded
in Maharashtra on Wednesday,
resulting in the total number of
the new Covid-19 variant cases
going up to 3994. Of these
cases, 3334 patients have been
discharged after they tested
negative in the RT-PCR tests.

Till Monday evening, 8804
samples had been sent for
genome sequencing, out of
which, results of 7,507 patients
have been received. 1,297
results are awaited.
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Coimbatore: Over 100
AIADMK workers on Monday
raised slogans outside a police
station here alleging that
Electricity Minister V Senthil
Balaji was “directing” the per-
sonnel to register false cases
against the Opposition party's
members ahead of civic polls.

Tense moments prevailed
in front of Ramanathapuram
police station as more than 100
AIADMK workers, under the
leadership of three local MLAs
-- Amman Arjunan, K R
Jayaram and P R G Arunkumar
-- of the Opposition party,
raised slogans against the min-
ister.

The issue started on
Sunday when AIADMK
spokesperson Prof.
Kalyanasudaram and eight
party workers raised objec-
tions to the distribution of hot
cases to the voters allegedly by
DMK functionaries in
Kuniyamuthur area in the city.

Later, Kalyanasundaram
and the workers were taken
into custody and detained at
Ramanathapuram police sta-
tion on Sunday night.

Protesting against the
police, the three AIADMK
MLAs along with party work-
ers gathered in front of the sta-
tion and condemned the deten-

tion instead of taking 'action
against those who were dis-
tributing freebies'.

AIADMK Whip and for-
mer Minister S P Velumani
submitted a memorandum to
the district collector here seek-
ing legal action against DMK.

Velumani said police have
registered a false case against
Kalyanasundaram and party
workers for questioning the
DMK's 'goons' for distributing
money and hot cases and issu-
ing threats that violated the
model code election 
conduct.

Demanding action against
the rowdy elements and police,
who were functioning on the
diktats of the ruling DMK, the
memorandum urged the
administration to ensure free
and fair elections to the urban
local bodies. PTI
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The CBI on Monday regis-
tered a case against a for-

mer senior divisional electrical
engineer of the Central
Railways and seven others and
seized several incriminating
documents in searches con-
ducted at 12 locations in con-
nection with a scam involving
the purchase of non-store items
to the tune of �22.60 crore.

Identifying the accused as
the Kurla-based then senior
electrical engineer of the
Central Railway as Ved
Prakash, the CBI said that
Prakash and other accused
had entered into conspiracy
with the private suppliers for
purchasing of non-store items
at higher costs, in exchange of
illegal monetary benefit from
the private 
firms/companies.

The CBI’s case is that
ambiguous descriptions of
items were mentioned in such
a manner that they could not
be procured from GeM Portal
and “may not be understood by
other suppliers, except some set
of suppliers who were involved

in the conspiracy”.
The CBI also alleged that

this resulted in limited tender-
ing and as such the tenders
were allotted to the favoured set
of suppliers and allegedly pro-
cured on exorbitant rates. Such
purchases were allegedly to
the tune of Rs. 22.60 crore.

from Prakash, the Central
Railway officials against whom
the case has been registered
Vijay Kumar, then Assistant
Divisional Electrical Engineer,
Kurla, Suresh Vithal Kapare,
then Senior Material Manager,
Vidya Vihar, Sureshchandra
G. Baria and D D Sorte, both
then Senior Section Engineers,
Kurla, H S Gomes and Anjali
Gupta, both then Chief Office
Superintendents, Vidya Vihar,
Arun Pratap Shriram, then
Divisional Electrical Engineer,
Kurla and other unidentified
persons.

“Searches were conducted
at 12 locations in the premises
of the accused which led to
recovery of incriminating doc-
uments related to the case. 

The investigation is con-
tinuing,” a CBI spokesperson
said.   
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Ahmedabad: The prosecution
on Monday concluded argu-
ments on the quantum of sen-
tence for the 49 convicts in the
2008 Ahmedabad serial bomb
blast case.

Special judge AR Patel will
hear the arguments of the
defence on Tuesday, special
public prosecutor Sudhir
Brahmbhatt said.

The court has barred the
print and electronic media
from reporting the details of
the arguments on the quantum
of sentence until the final ver-
dict is awarded, Brahmbhatt

said.
The court had said that

details of the arguments made
by the accused and their
lawyers as well as the prose-
cution should not be pub-
lished in print or electronic
media until the final verdict is
pronounced.

The special court had last
Tuesday convicted 49 people
and acquitted 28 others, over
13 years after a series of coor-
dinated bomb blasts killed 56
people and left more than 200
injured in Ahmedabad, with-
in 70 minutes, on July 26,

2008.
The convicts remained

present before the court via
video conferencing.

The accused were con-
victed under various sections
of the Indian Penal Code,
Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act, Explosive
Substances Act and the
Damage to Public Property
Act. One accused was also
convicted under the Arms Act.

They were convicted under
sections 302 (Punishment for
murder), 307 (attempt to mur-
der), 121 (a) (conspiracy to

wage war or attempt to wage
war against the nation) and 124
(a) (sedition) among others of
the IPC, and 16(1)(a)(b) of the
UAPA related to punishment
for a terrorist act.

They attract a maximum
punishment of death sentence
and imprisonment till life. The
prosecution had said that it will
argue for the maximum pun-
ishment.

The court had concluded
the trial against the 77 accused
in September last year. Out of
the 78 accused put on trial, one
had turned approver. PTI
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Jammu: At least 35 dental doc-
tors were detained Monday after
they staged a protest here in sup-
port of their demand for jobs by
creating new posts of dental sur-
geons in hospitals across Jammu
and Kashmir, police said. 

The protesters, both men
and women, assembled under
the banner of Dental Surgeons
Association J&K at Dogra
chowk and tried to block the
vital Tawi bridge near the stat-
ue of Maharaja Hari Singh
when police moved in and
detained them, the police offi-
cials said. 

General Secretary of the
association, Robin Tikoo said
their employment woes have
not been addressed since 2008
when the government last offi-
cially advertised posts for den-
tal surgeons in the health
department. PTI
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