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At least three rockets hit near
the presidential palace on

Tuesday shortly before Afghan
President Ashraf Ghani was to
give an address to mark the
major Muslim holiday of Eid
al-Adha.

There were no injuries and
the rockets landed outside the
heavily fortified palace
grounds, said Mirwais
Stanikzai, spokesman for the
interior minister.

No one immediately
claimed responsibility for the
rocket attack, but police quick-
ly fanned out across the area.
One car parked on a nearby
street was completely
destroyed; the police said it was
used as launching pad for the
rockets. The palace is in the
middle of a so-called Green
Zone that is fortified with giant
cement blast walls and barbed
wire, and streets near the palace
have long been closed off.

The barrage came as the
US and NATO complete their
final withdrawal from
Afghanistan.

Many Afghans are worried
whether their war-ravaged
country will fall deeper into
chaos and violence as foreign
forces withdraw and the
Taliban gain more territory on
the ground, having captured
several districts and key border
crossings with neighboring
countries over the past weeks.

The withdrawal is more
than 95 per cent complete and
the final US soldier will be gone
by August 31, President Joe
Biden said in an address earli-
er this month.

“This Eid has been named
after Afghan forces to honor
their sacrifices and courage,
especially in the last three
months,” Ghani said in his
address to the nation following
morning prayers for Eid al-
Adha, or the “Feast of Sacrifice.”

“The Taliban have no
intention and willingness for
peace” Ghani said. 

“We have proven that we
have the intention, the will-
ingness and have sacrificed
for peace.”

However, Afghan forces
have complained about being
left without reinforcements
and supplies, often running low
on food as the Taliban
advanced. In many instances,
Afghan troops surrendered
rather than fight. Washington’s
watchdog monitoring U.S.
Spending in Afghanistan
reported that troops are deeply
demoralized and corruption

is rampant.
After their pullout, the US

and NATO are committed to
spending USD 4 billion annu-
ally on Afghan forces until
2024, the majority of that
money coming from
Washington. 

Ghani said he deplored
his government’s decision to
release 5,000 Taliban prisoners
to get peace talks started last
year as a “big mistake” that only
strengthened the insurgents.

Yet Ghani has released
other prisoners, including sev-
eral sought by warlord
Gulbuddin Hekmatyar, with
whom he signed a peace deal
in 2017. 

Among those freed at
Hekmatyar’s request was Abdul
Basir Salangi, who killed two
US military personnel in 2011
in Kabul. Meanwhile, Abdullah
Abdullah, the No. 2 official in
the government, was inside

the palace during the rocket
attack on Tuesday, having
returned on Monday from
peace talks with the Taliban in
Qatar. Those inside the palace,
however, were far 
removed from where the rock-
ets landed.

The two days of meetings
in Doha — the highest level of
negotiations between Kabul
and the Taliban so far — aimed
at jumpstarting stalled talks but
ended with a promise of more
high-level talks.

In his speech, Ghani also
assailed neighboring Pakistan,
which Kabul blames for har-
boring the Taliban leadership
and providing a safe haven and
assistance to the insurgents. In
the most recent fighting in the
Afghan border town of Spin
Boldak, Taliban fighters were
seen receiving treatment at a
Pakistani hospital across the
border in Chaman.
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The Biden administration
has urged a federal court in

Los Angeles to extradite
Pakistani-origin Canadian
businessman Tahawwur Rana
to India where he is sought for
his involvement in the 2008
Mumbai terror attack.

Rana, 59, has been declared
a fugitive by India, where he is
facing multiple criminal
charges for his involvement in
the 2008 Mumbai terror attack
in which 166 people, including
six Americans, were killed. He
was rearrested on June 10,
2020, in Los Angeles on an
extradition request by India

In a submission before the
US District Court, Central
District of California in Los
Angeles, the US government
argues that India’s extradition
request contains sufficient evi-
dence of probable cause on
each of the criminal charges for
which India seeks Rana’s extra-
dition.

“Having found that all of
the requirements for certifica-
tion of extradition have been
satisfied, the Court certifies the
extradition of Tahawwur
Hussain Rana to the Secretary
of State and commits him to
custody pursuant,” according to
a draft order proposed by the
US attorney in his submission
before the court last week.

“Based on the evidence
submitted by India, RANA
allowed fraud against the
Indian government to occur
through the creation and sub-
mission of forged documents.
The purpose behind such fraud
is irrelevant under the Indian
criminal provisions,” said the
document titled proposed find-
ings of facts and conclusions of

law. Rana is wanted by the
Indian authorities for his
alleged involvement in the
deadly attacks that are some-
times referred to as India’s
9/11. An Indian warrant for his
arrest was issued in August
2018.

Indian authorities allege
that Rana conspired with his
childhood friend David
Coleman Headley to assist the
Pakistani terror group Lashkar-
e-Taiba (LeT), or Army of the
Good, in the orchestration of
the 2008 terror attacks in
Mumbai.

“In any event, RANA
knowingly allowed Headley to
obtain the business visa and the
cover that he needed to con-
duct terrorism-related surveil-
lance operations in India, ulti-
mately leading to the three-day
terrorist attacks in Mumbai.
Accordingly, the Court finds
there is probable cause that
RANA conspired to forge a
document for the purpose of
cheating and use a forged doc-
ument as genuine, in violation
of IPC 120B, 468, and 471,” it
said.

According to the court
document, the evidence estab-
lishes that the Mumbai attacks

were committed by LeT, a ter-
rorist organisation targeting
India. Thus, an attack on
Indian soil, especially one that
would result in mass casualties,
injuries, and damage to prop-
erty, would strike terror in the
Indian people.

“Rana was aware that
Headley was involved with
LeT, and that by assisting
Headley and affording him a
cover for his activities, he was
supporting the terrorist organ-
isation and its associates. Rana
knew of Headley’s meetings,
what was discussed, and the
planning of the attacks, includ-
ing some of the targets. Further,
it was foreseeable that these
attacks would lead to death,
injury, and destruction of prop-
erty,” it said.

“Accordingly, this Court
finds that there is probable
cause that Rana committed
the crimes of conspiracy with
the object of committing a
terrorist act, in violation of IPC
120B and UAPA 16, and con-
spiracy to commit a terrorist
act, in violation of UAPA 18.
The court further finds that
under an agency theory or an
abetting theory (as contem-
plated by UAPA  16), there is
probable cause that Rana com-
mitted the substantive crime of
commission of a terrorist act in
violation of UAPA  16,” said the
document submitted by the US
attorney.

India has charged forgery
for purposes of cheating, in vio-
lation of IPC 468, as an object
of the alleged criminal con-
spiracy. India also charged the
crime of using as genuine a
forged document or electron-
ic record, in violation of IPC
471, as an object of the alleged
criminal conspiracy.
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The US has urged Pakistan
to continue working with

the FATF to “swiftly complete”
its 27-point action plan by
demonstrating that terrorism
financing probes and prosecu-
tions target senior leaders and
commanders of the UN-desig-
nated terror groups.

At its virtual plenary meet-
ing last month, the Paris-based
Financial Action Task Force
(FATF) retained Pakistan on its
‘grey list’ for failing to check
money laundering, leading to
terror financing.

It asked Pakistan to inves-
tigate and prosecute UN-des-
ignated terrorists based in the
country like Jaish-e-
Mohammad (JeM) chief
Masood Azhar and Lashkar-e-
Taiba (LeT) founder Hafiz
Saeed.

The global body against
money laundering and terror
financing also asked Pakistan to

work to address its strategical-
ly important deficiencies.

At his daily news confer-
ence on Monday, State
Department spokesperson Ned
Price said while Pakistan had
made progress on its first
action plan of the FATF, it
needed to work on its second
action plan.

“We do recognise and we
support Pakistan’s continued
efforts to satisfy those (first
action plan) obligations.
Pakistan has made significant
progress on its first action plan
with 26 of 27 action items
largely addressed,” Price said.

“We encourage Pakistan
to continue working with the
FATF and the international
community to swiftly com-
plete the remaining action item
by demonstrating that terror-
ism financing, investigations
and prosecutions target senior
leaders and commanders of
UN-designated groups,” he
said.

The UN-designated ter-
rorists based in Pakistan
include Jaish-e-Mohammed
(JeM) chief Azhar, Lashkar-e-
Taiba (LeT) founder Saeed and
its ‘operational commander’
Zakiur Rehman Lakhvi.

Azhar, Saeed and Lakhvi
are the most wanted terrorists
in India for their involvement
in numerous terrorist acts,
including the 26/11 Mumbai
terror attacks and the bombing
of a CRPF bus in Jammu and
Kashmir’s Pulwama district in
2019.

Price also said the US
encourages Pakistan to expe-
ditiously work on its new sec-
ond action plan.

Pakistan was placed on
the grey list in June 2018 and
asked Islamabad to implement
a plan of action to curb money
laundering and terror financ-
ing by the end of 2019 but the
deadline was extended later on
due to the Covid-19 
pandemic.
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President Joe Biden tem-
pered his assessment that

social media giants are “killing
people” by hosting misinfor-
mation about the Covid-19
vaccines on their platforms,
saying Monday that he hoped
they would not take it “per-
sonally” and instead would act
to save lives.

While companies like
Facebook defend their practices
and say they’re helping people
around the world access veri-
fied information about the
shots, the White House says
they haven’t done enough to
stop misinformation that has
helped slow the pace of new
vaccinations in the US to a
trickle.

It comes as the US sees a
rise in virus cases and deaths
among those who haven’t got-
ten a shot, in what officials call
an emerging “pandemic of the
unvaccinated.”
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Jerusalem: The Israeli military
said its artillery shelled south-
ern Lebanon early Tuesday after
two rockets were fired from
Lebanon into Israeli territory.

The army said in a state-
ment that aerial defenses inter-
cepted one of the rockets, and
the second fell in an open

area. No injuries or damage
were reported. The rocket fire
from Lebanon was the first
cross-border fire since May,
when Palestinian militants
launched rockets at Israel dur-
ing the 11-day war between
Israel and Hamas militants in
the Gaza Strip. AP

	����������=���
�
������
���)��������������������

�
�� &/	'

Rural teacher-turned-political novice Pedro
Castillo has become the winner of Peru’s pres-

idential election after the country’s longest elec-
toral count in 40 years.

Castillo, whose supporters included Peru’s
poor and rural citizens, defeated right-wing politi-
cian Keiko Fujimori by just 44,000 votes. Electoral
authorities released the final official results on
Monday, more than a month after the runoff elec-
tion took place in the South American nation.

Wielding a pencil the size of a cane, the sym-
bol of his Peru Libre party, Castillo popularised
the phrase “No more poor in a rich country”.

The economy of Peru, the world’s second-
largest copper producer, has been crushed by the
coronavirus pandemic, increasing the poverty
level to almost one-third of the population and
eliminating the gains of a decade.

Castillo has promised to use the revenues
from the mining sector to improve public services,
including education and health, whose inade-
quacies were highlighted by the pandemic.
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Russian aircraft makers on
Tuesday unveiled a proto-

type of a new fighter jet that
features stealth capabilities and
other advanced characteris-
tics. Russian President
Vladimir Putin inspected the
prospective warplane displayed
with much fanfare at the
MAKS-2021 International
Aviation and Space Salon. The
air show opened Tuesday in
Zhukovsky, outside Moscow.

Russian aircraft maker
Sukhoi developed the new
fighter under the LTS pro-
gram, a Russian acronym for
the Light Tactical Aircraft.

Its makers said the proto-
type is set to make its maiden
flight in 2023 and deliveries
could start in 2026. They said
the new design could be con-
verted to an unpiloted version
and a two-seat model.

The new aircraft, which
hasn’t received a name yet, is
smaller than Russia’s latest Su-
57 two-engine stealth fighter,
also built by Sukhoi, and has
one engine. It can fly at a speed
of 1.8-2 times the speed of
sound and has a range of 3,000
kilometers (1,864 miles), the
jet’s makers said.
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Democratic standards in the
European Union are erod-

ing in several member coun-
tries, particularly in Hungary
and Poland where judicial
independence is under threat,
the EU’s executive commission
said Tuesday in its annual
report on adherence to the rule
of law.

The report also singled
out Slovenia, which recently
took over the six-month rotat-
ing presidency of the European
Council, for attacks against
the Balkan nation’s media.

“There are causes for seri-
ous concern in a number of
member states, especially when
it comes to the independence
of judiciary,” said Vera Jourova,
the Commission vice-presi-
dent for Values and
Transparency.

The review, which is in its
second year, was published a
week after the EU’s top court
ruled that Poland’s way of dis-
ciplining high judges contra-
venes EU law and undermines
judicial independence, telling
the country’s right-wing gov-
ernment to change it. The
European Commission has also

started legal action against
Poland and Hungary for what
the EU’s executive arm sees as
blatant disrespect for the rights
of LGBT people. The wide-
ranging audit found Poland
deficient in the four main areas
reviewed: national justice sys-
tems, anti-corruption frame-
works, media freedom and
checks and balances. 

According to the EU’s
executive arm, reforms of the
Polish justice system carried
out over the past six years con-
tinue to increase the influence
of the government over the jus-
tice system, damaging judicial
independence.

The report also pointed out
a risk of “undue influence on
corruption prosecutions for
political purposes” and noted
a deterioration of working con-
ditions for journalists, “with use
of intimidating judicial pro-
ceedings.”  

Hungary was criticized for
its perceived inadequate anti-
corruption measures and the
report noted that media plu-
ralism “remains at risk.” The
report depicted a bleak media
situation in Slovenia, reporting
online harassment and threats
against journalists.

Islamabad: Pakistan’s Interior
Minister Sheikh Rashid on
Tuesday reiterated the police’s
claim that the daughter of
Afghanistan’s ambassador was
not kidnapped even as he urged
her to come forward and join
the probe, in a case that has fur-
ther soured relations between
the two neighbours.

His statement came a day
after the police in Islamabad
said that they have found no
evidence that Silsila Alikhil,
the 26-year-old daughter of
Afghanistan’s ambassador to
Pakistan Najibullah Alikhil, was
abducted from the capital city,
an incident that has triggered a
major diplomatic row between
the two neighbouring nations.

The Minister told the media
that she used four different taxis
to commute to different locations
in Islamabad and neighbouring
Rawalpindi and police have all
details of her travels.

“Nobody sat in her car.
There is no case of kidnapping.
We have given FIR as per laws.
And hope that she will join the
probe and come forward to
recognise the four tax drivers
whose vehicles she used on that
day,” Rashid said. PTI
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Aman tried to stab Mali’s
transitional President Col.

Assimi Goita Tuesday at the
Grand Mosque in the capital
amid celebrations for the
Muslim holiday of sacrifice, Eid
al-Adha.

The attempted stabbing
happened after the holiday
prayers and sermon at the
mosque and the imam went to
slaughter the sheep, according
to witnesses. One man with a
knife and another with a gun
participated in the attack, said
the witnesses. Goita was not
hurt and his security team
quickly took him away, but one
person was injured, they said.

This attempted attack on
the interim president comes as
Mali has seen several attacks by
jihadis in the central part of the
country in recent days. 

Col. Assimi Goita grabbed
power in August 2020 by over-
throwing Mali’s democratical-
ly elected president. He even-
tually agreed to a transitional

government led by a civilian
president and prime minister
but on May 24 he ousted those
civilian leaders after they
announced a Cabinet reshuffle
that sidelined two junta sup-
porters without consulting him. 

Goita was then sworn in as
president of the transitional
government in June. He has
pledged to keep the country on
track to return to civilian rule
with an election in February
2022.

Mali has been unsettled
since 2012 when mutinous sol-
diers overthrew the president of
a decade. The power vacuum
led to an Islamic insurgency
that took control of the coun-
try’s northern cities, including
Timbuktu and Gao. A French-
led campaign ousted the jihadis
from the northern cities in
2013. 

A peace agreement was
signed in 2015 by three parties
— the government, a coalition
of groups that seek autonomy
in northern Mali, and a pro-
government militia.




